CHAPTER VI

WAR AND THE WOMEN

IT is the aim of the Soviet regime in "the next war"
to give the world the spectacle of a nation run by its
women while the men do the fighting.
Two million women in the ranks of the Osoaviachim,
the Soviet's militant preparedness society, are training
for wan Some are preparing to bear arms side by side
with men soldiers at the front, others are training for
defensive work, to ward off enemy attacks, especially
gas and chemical attacks, at home.
Millions of women, not members of the above or-
ganization, are being trained by the trade unions and
the Communist party to take the place of men in the
industries and on the farms. They are taught to man-
age public affairs and to run municipalities, large and
small.
A train on which I traveled from Moscow to the
Crimea, a forty-hour journey by express, had a woman
conductor. In the Pullman the porter was a woman.
Women section workers were keeping the roadbed in
condition. Women linemen were sitting high up on
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